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Follow-Uponthe News

Fugitive Drama
With a Twist

RNEST R. KEISER, whose.
smooth talk helped the Govern-
ment lure a notorious fugitive back to
this counfry for trial, became a fugi-
tive himseifa utﬁcoven yurap

YyOar r. }
been convicted in White Plains of lar-
in January 1988 and was sched-
uled to be tried in Federal District
Court in Tampa, Fla., on fraud
when he fled with his wife,
Bahira. She herself faced Federal
charges of false testimony in Tampa.

The Keisers are in Munich, and Mr.
Keiser at least appears safe from
prosecution at this time.

West Germany claims him as a citi-
zen and declines to extradite him,
says Michael L. Rubinstein, an assist-
ant United States attorney in Tampa.
This country is still trying, however,
to extradite Mrs. Keiser, whose ''na-
tionality is questionable,’’ Mr. Rubin-
stein says.

Meanwhile, the prosecutor notes
three people have been tried in Fed-
eral Court in Tampa on charges of
helping Mr. Keiser to escape. The
jury acquitted one, failed to reach a
verdict on another and found the third
defendant, Daniel Drake — described
by Mr. Rubinstein as ‘'Keiser’s long-
time associate’’ — guilty of obstruct-
ing justice. He is to be sentenced
March 17.

Mr. Keiser’s escape had some of
the trappings of suspense fiction. He

“‘conned’ somebody into giving him
his passport,’; disguised himself with
a wig to look like that person and left
the country ‘‘with about $80,000 in
cash that he conned from another in-
nocent person,’”’ Mr. Rubinstein says.

The fugitive flew trom Baitimore to
Detroit, drove to Windsor, Ontario,
then flew to Toronto and on to Eu-
rope, the prosecutor says.
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